Update: February 12, 2005

I have had these on my computer for almost 5 years, and would like to make sure that they are available to our members. I also dislike the notion that I put in all this work, and the files are languishing, unread, on my computer. I also have enough computer experience to know that a computer crash could well result in the complete loss of all these files, and my work would go down the drain. 

----------------------

I subsequently scanned the issues from #36 to #52 using a newer Epson scanner, and Omni-Page OCR  Pro Version 14.0. 

There are still some problems with this software, but it is a great improvement over previous versions. 

TOG Issues #19, 38 and 43 were a particular problem. The final PDF versions of each of these caused Adobe Acrobat to repeatedly crash. These have to be completely rescanned and the OCR repeated. 

There are a number of typos, and if individuals would like to correct these and send me the corrected proofs in Acrobat, I would be grateful. I just don’t have the time at present to do the necessary compulsive editing job they require. 

Regards, 

Harvey Karten

Tayana Hull #84, (1977)

4678 Sun  Valley Rd. 

Del Mar, CA 92014

Email: hjkarten@ucsd.edu

-----------------------------------

October 4, 2000

From: Harvey J. Karten

To: Bill and Rockie, and members of TOG

Notes on the process of digitizing the TOG News.

This proved a larger project than I anticipated. A significant part of the difficulty had been computer related. Initially, I used Omni-Page 5.0 for scanning and OCR (Optical Character Recognition). After many frustrating nights, I finally shifted to Omni-Page 8.0. After many years of being a Mac devotee, I have had to admit that the Mac has a nasty habit of crashing far too often for my tolerance. This also seemed to happen after I finished typing in a lengthy passage of hand written text. I am shifting to Windows 2000 Professional. 

The first 30 issues were mainly done on my old Mac 7500. The Scanner is a Hewlett-Packard 4C. I am now at issue #31, and have decided that the Old Mac will make a better anchor than a scanning/OCR editing box. Vale and Farewell. The final straw came when I had to spend several nights just trying to transfer these first 30 files from the increasingly unstable O/S. I had backed up the files to a second hard disk on the same  computer, but the demise of the system hard disk proved a real nightmare. 

After the first several issues, I gave up trying to type in lengthy hand written notes from contributors. Sorry about that, but if you are willing to type up those passages, I will be glad to insert them into the text for future editions. 

You will notice that I was not consistent in my use of fonts. Initially I tried to remain faithful to the fonts used by the original editor. I found this retained some of the original character, but sometimes resulted in text that was often more trouble than it was worth, and sometimes produced text less readable than desired. I decided that the reason for the use of the varying fonts was probably that Norm Demain and other editors found the prospect of retyping lengthy letters too burdensome. 

I therefore apologize for a number of the inconsistencies in the formatting. In addition, you will note that I missed a number of typos, or that in places I missed errors in the OCR translation of scanned text. Please let me know about these and I will provide you with the original files for correction, or will try to correct them when I have a  chance.  

I tried to scale photos in a manner consistent with the original format. I hope I succeeded most of the time, but there are occasional images that did not come out very well. Same problems with contrast and clarity of some of the images. 

I tried proof-reading as much of the text as my eyes could manage. You will notice that I screwed up in a number of sometimes obvious places. Please forgive me.

I tried to retain the pagination of the original printed copies to permit consistent references with the TOG News Index. In most instances, I managed to do so, but there are occasional lapses. 

Ideally, the TOG Index should be integrated with hot-links to the relevant items in the various issues. This would probably best be done using HTML. If there are any TOGgers out there with experience with preparing such files, your help would be appreciated. 

Some of the graphics came out better than others. This was directly related to the quality of the images available. 

