Harvey; 

           Here are a couple of photos of my incomplete new hard dodger.  I have had some people asking about unit and have not taken a proper photo of it yet.  It is based on a frame made from 1" stainless steel tubing fitted with standard fittings.  The roof is sheathed with 1/4" Starboard(which I would change to 1/2"), the front and sides are 1/2" cast plexi(which I would change to 3/4").  Performance -1) able to walk on the roof,  2) almost full visibility,  3) quick to make, if you know what you want,  4) no sanding, sealing, painting   5) Starboard and heavy plexi are very tough, strong, repairable, replaceable and coverable.  

      I made the whole thing on the dock with a screwdriver, simple plumber's pipe cutter, allen key, skill saw, jig saw and router.  It might be prudent to throw a vacuum in there as well.    I estimate the cost to be around $1500CDN.  

      The whole dodger is easily removable and will leave very little to ever tell it was there.  

Brian Lumley, Valcor/T37/#555



On Wed, Dec 8, 2010 at 1:20 AM, Harvey J. Karten <hjkarten@ucsd.edu> wrote:

Hi Brian, 
Great design. I'll try to post it on the TOGNews.com FTP site this evening. Can Starboard be softened with heat to more pliable shape? Wouldn't 3/4" Plexi be very heavy and hard to work into a curving shape?
 

regards, 
Harvey  

Hi Harvey;
 
Thanks for the compliment.
  Starboard is a very weird product; it is very bendy but does not give, soft but strong enough to take a solid hold with a washer and nut.  My 1/4" top has managed 48-50knot winds with no sign of fatigue, it is just held on with 4 hand made in the cockpit u bolts wrapped around the frame at the corners.  1/2" Starboard will bend as much as I need under its own weight; I have seen welds of the material but I have not seen it heated and moulded into any compound curves.
  All the front and side surfaces are flat and straight so there is no heating and moulding needed for the plexi.  The only reason I would go heavier is for the uv advantage.  Plexi is a very slippery surface and offers very little wind resistance, if I was a racer I'd have a different opinion.  I'm still playing with the front opening windows.
  My key plan here was to make a flexible relatively maintenance free, solid unit with high visibility from off the shelf materials.  At this point if I decide the plexi has too many faults, the frame is good for the next surfacing material.  All panels are attached to the frame with on board made u bolts and the panels are held together with machine screws in drilled and tapped holes.  
 
Brian
